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September 4, 2024 


Federal Communications Commission 
45 L Steet NE 
Washington, DC 20554 


RE: Public Notice - NextNav Petition for Rulemaking, Docket No. 24-240 RM-11989 
Dear FCC Commissioners, 


On behalf of the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), I am 
writing to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to establish WSDOT’s 
position against NextNav’s Petition for Rulemaking (Docket #24-240 RM-11989). 


For more than a decade, Washington state has used tolling as a strategic tool to help 
manage congestion, enhance mobility, fund public improvement projects, and generate 
revenue required for ongoing operation and maintenance costs of existing facilities. 
WSDOT is the owner and operator of five existing toll facilities, with four more 
deploying in the coming years. Last year, these toll facilities supported 63 million trips 
and collected $196 million in toll revenue. Integral to WSDOT’s electronic toll 
collection operations is the use of the RFID technologies that utilize FCC Part 90 
license in the 902-928 MHz spectrum. To date, WSDOT has more than 1.9 million 
RFID transponders actively being used by our customers and has 79 RFID tolling 
points deployed. 


NextNav’s proposed high-power operations pose a substantial risk of harmful 
interference to WSDOT’s licensed electronic tolling collection systems, with the 
potential to significantly undermine our operations. In addition, if all existing licensed 
and unlicensed users of the lower 900 MHz frequencies are compressed into a 
drastically reduced portion of spectrum, WSDOT will face significant difficulties 
identifying frequencies that can be used for its transponder communications without 
being subject to interference. The proposed changes could also significantly constrain 
future electronic tolling deployments and prevent planned expansions. Many of these 
risks cannot be mitigated, including by in-band retuning or relocation to other spectrum 
bands. The NextNav Petition does not acknowledge these harms, does not include a 
feasible plan to address them, and does not include the testing and technical analysis 
needed to justify the proposal. 
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WSDOT urges the FCC to reject NextNav's petition and maintain the current spectrum 
allocation. NextNav would impair WSDOT’s ability to process toll transactions with a 
high level of confidence which poses significant risk to our operations. This will impact 
WSDOT '’s ability to fulfill our obligations to the public to deliver transportation 
benefits, provide vital revenue for transportation infrastructure investment and 
operations, and advance environmental goals. Thank you for considering our position 
on this matter. 


Kind regards, 
Roger Millar, PE, FAICP, Dist. M. ASCE 
Secretary of Transportation 
EB:mw 
cc: Julie Meredith 
Ed Barry 


Jennifer Charlebois 
Tyler Patterson 


